410               THE   QUEEN   AND   MR.   GLADSTONE
of commendation and countenance to the mover, recommended
the mover not to divide upon it. ...
1312              Queen Victoria to My. Gladstone
(Printed in Letters of Queen Victoria, (3) I, 134.)
WINDSOR CASTLE. May 22.1886.
. . . Although the Queen deplores the use of language that
leads to violence, she can scarcely agree with Mr. Gladstone in
his comparison between Lord Randolph Churchill & Smith
O'Brien. The former (though wrong if he used words tending to a
breach of the peace) is only maintaining what is still the law of the
United Kingdom whereas the latter defied the Law, & declared War
against the Queen for which he was prosecuted & condemned.
1313              General Ponsonby to Mr. Gladstone
WINDSOR CASTLE. May 26.1886.
The Queen who is very busy and unable to write herself has
commanded me to protest in her name against the Speech of the
Attorney General1 which is calculated to excite the evil passion
of the multitude by declaring that the opposition to the Irish
Government Bill is founded on class differences. Her Majesty
considers that such language from a Minister of the Crown is
deplorable and may lead to serious results.
Her Majesty cannot admit that wealth and intellect have always
been opposed to just popular concessions. Had Lord Chatham no
intellect during the American contest or his son on the question
of Catholic Emancipation ? These are the instances quoted by the
Attorney General.
The Queen is aware that many of the opponents of the Irish
Government Bill are wealthy men and that they are distinguished
for their intelligence but she cannot say, as the Attorney General
apparently boasts, that these qualities are wanting in a Govern-
ment of which Lord Rosebery is a member and Mr. Gladstone is
the chief.
1314 (Copy) Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
(Printed in Letters of Queen Victoria, (3) I, 141-3.)
HOUSE OF COMMONS. June 7-8. 1886. 2 a.m.
Mr.  Gladstone . , . reports that Mr.  Goschen opened the
adjourned debate on .this its closing night. His speech did not
1 Sir Charles Russell.